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Collegiate Q uarterly
^ General Conference Church Ministries Publication

October-December 1988

Faith's Foundations
Part 2

Lesson 10, November 27— December 3

Christ’s Ministry in
the Heavenly Sanctuary
“ 'In the past God overlooked such Ignorance, but now he
com m ands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a
day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he
has appointed. Fie has given proof of this to all men by raising
him from the d e a d ’ ” (Acts 17:30, 31, NIV).

/

Friday, December 2

rrie s n y

by C. Mervyn Maxwell

Mediator and Judge
First John 2:1 says that Jesus is our lawyer. He is our “ad- OPINION
vocate with the Father.” First Timothy 2:5 calls Him our “me- Key Text:
diator.” And Hebrews 7:25 says that He “ever lives to make Hebrews 7:22-28
intercession” for us. Christ, then, is ever ready to plead our
case before God as our Advocate and Mediator and Intercessor.
Yet—surprising as it may sound—Jesus has told us that
He does not guarantee to intercede for us! “I do not say to you
that I shall pray the Father for you” (John 16:26, RSV).
Whatever can He mean?
Jesus explains Himself by saying, “For the Father himself
loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I
came from the Father” (John 16:27, RSV).
Evidently Jesus does not have to “intercede” for us in the
way we may have imagined. He does not have to persuade
God to love us; for, as He Himself makes clear, God already
loves us.
A “mediator” is a person who helps other people understand one another and, if the people are not friends, helps
them to become friends. The words of Jesus that we have just
quoted from John 16:26 provide a beautiful hint as to Christ’s
true role as mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) between God and people:
“The Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and
have believed that I came from the Father.”
One of the several ways, then, in which Jesus serves as
mediator between God and humanity is in showing us what
God is like, because it is so difficult for us to love a God whom
we have never seen. God gave His only Son and sent Him into
the world so that we could love the Son and, in the process of
loving the Son, learn to love the Father, too.
There is no doubt that God is the Judge. God “will judge
the world” (Acts 17:31)—but He will do it “by” the Man He
raised from the dead.
In electing to follow this procedure, God has done a very
beautiful thing. To the Son of man who “became flesh and
dwelt among us” (John 1:14, RSV) and who was “made like
his brethren in every respect” and “suffered” under temptation (Hebrews 2:17,18, RSV), to this Son of man who is also
Son of God—God the Father, who is the Ancient of Days, says,
“I am the judge, but My verdict will be whatever verdict You
recommend.”*
* God Cares, vol. 1, pp.
116,117.
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